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English translation (extract):
What surprised me most in the performance at 
Megaro Mousikis, directed by Max Emanuel 
Cencic, was the visuals.
The video projection, the stage set and the 
costumes were most prominent in this specta-
cle, not so much because they were fascinating 
but because they were telling their own story, 
corresponding with Metastasio’s libretto, yet 
remaining a parallel aspect.
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English translation:

Delight, pride and at the same time bitterness were the outcome of the recent performance of Hasse s "Siroe" at 
the Megaron of Athens.
This production was the Athens Festival’s biggest success in the classic music section, showing clearly the way 
that the Athens Festival should follow, if it really wants to re-evaluate its international imprint.
Athens had the honor of hosting the �rst worldwide revival of "Siroe"’s in a �nal, revised Dresden version that 
had last been played 266 years ago.

There is a revolution in baroque going on,  its vast repertoire being interpreted continuously and internationally 
with intensive rhythm, driven by an undiminished interest of musicians, researchers, festivals and the public ‘s 
desire to rediscover this music.
In this fertile ambience this production was created as a co-production of Parnassus Arts Productions (a compa-
ny founded by Max Emanuel Cencic and his collaborators for the purpose of initiating recordings and staged 
productions), the Royal opera of Versailles and the Athens Festival. Conductor George Petrou and the Kamerata 
orchestra - under its international name Armonia Atenea - are �rm collaborators not only in the following 
international performances of Siroe but also for the recording that will soon be made for Decca, in which Cencic 
will sing the leading part.
Although the Croatian star did not sing in the Athens performances he signed responsible for the stage direc-
ting, and he did a great job doing so, especially for an opera this long, putting into best use his long experience 
in the baroque �eld and his infallible theatrical instinct. Of course he had the fortune of working on a libretto 
signed by the great Metastasio, who managed to keep dramaturgy tight in a story about intrigues and love - 
and of two brothers each of whom tries to manipulate their old father in order to take the crown in 7th century 
Persia. 
Cencic led the cast brilliantly - staging the most important parts of the action at the lower stage part of Trianti’s 
big stage - that way achieving the proximity of the singers to the conductor and the historic instruments of the 
orchestra which led to an outcome of musical-dramatic immediacy and sonic clarity. The story of the show was 
told without any gaps, the characters, feelings, moods and incidents - the serious as well as the more 
light/comic ones- were coming to life with unique elegance.
Balancing the atmosphere of the baroque hedonistic esthetics through a modern direction, Cencic managed to 
fully highlight the special music of Hasse. At the time he composed the revised Dresden version (1763), the 
great German composer was already considered the greatest representative of the Rococo style, the transitional 
bridge from the late baroque to the beginning of the classic era.
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English translation (extract):
Siroe, the opera by Johann Adolf Hasse, was presented by Camerata in Trianti Hall on June 
26th, 2014. The production was directed by the famous Croatian countertenor Max 
Emanuel Cencic. Being familiar with the esthetics and conventions of baroque opera, he 
set up an elegant spectacle, su�ciently humorous and with as much action as the some-
times lengthly arias allowed, which were musically interesting but whose libretti were 
somewhat stereotypical.
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